Lesson 7				 16th November 2013

Births, deaths and marriages
Parish statistics
Can you guess the correct answers for our parish?
1. The number of baptisms last year: 50 / 130 / 200
2. The number of children who received the first communion last year: 60 / 110 / 150
3. The number of weddings: 20 / 50 / 80
4. The number of funerals last year: 40 / 80 / 110
5. The number of parishioners: 4,000 / 5,000 / 6,000

Your family
1. Do you like family celebrations? Which of the following did you attend in the last 6 months?
- wedding / birthday / name day / baptism / first communion /confirmation
2. Are there any other events that you celebrate in your family?
3. Have you ever been to a family reunion?
4. Is your family more “horizontal” or “vertical”?
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Adapted from “Natural English” by Oxford University Press
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A LONG, THIN FAMILY TREE

The ‘bean-pole’ family of the future
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Read these statements. the best word(s) in italics for families

in your country.

1 Fewer / more children are born now than in the past.

2 People’s lives are getting shorter / longer.
3 Families have fewer / more uncles, aunts and cousins now.
4

In the future, not many / many parents will live long enough to

become great-grandparents.

5 On average, women are having between one and two / two and

three children today.

6 On average, women are living five / ten years longer than in the past.
7 On average, men are living to 75 /80 years old.

Families have great-great future

In the future, great-grandparents and
even great-great-grandparents may meet
at many family events and reunions, while
cousins, aunts and uncles may become

‘a thing of the past’, say researchers

at Oxford University.

The study shows that birth rates are
falling and life expectancy is
increasing which means that British
families will get longer but thinner."What
we are seeing is the start of the ‘bean-
pole’ family where the number of uncles,
aunts and cousins is decreasing, says Dr
Sarah Harper, the study’s author.’At the
same time, increasing life expectancy
means many more of us will live long
enough to become great-grandparents.

The changing shape of the family

will bring new difficulties and advantages.
Fewer uncles, aunts and cousins will
mean that parents have less opportunity
to share the stress of childcare with

other adults, and children will have
less opportunity to socialize with
other children. However, having
grandparents and great-grandparents
could lead to a better understanding
between generations.

Recent changes in birth rates and life
expectancy mean that women today have
an average of 1.64 children compared
with 2.93 forty years ago, while average
life expectancy has increased by 10 years
in the past 50 years, to 80 for women and
75 for men.

Family dinners with five generations at
the table are a reality for the Woodgates
from Exeter, in England. May Pearce, 87,
enjoys spending time with her great-great-
granddaughter, Ellie Lou, 3. Ellie Lou’s
grandmother, Denise Woodgate, 39, said,
‘Having so many generations in a family is
wonderful.VWe're very close.At least once
a week we all go out for a coffee!








