Lesson 8
22nd November 2013
Adapted from Natural English[image: ]
Homework: Invite me to a meeting of our English group in a pub 


Adapted from: http://www.theguardian.com

My house is yours
Exchanging the keys to your own home can be a risky prospect. But as two swappers explain, it's also a great way to experience a city
· 
· Dorothy Savage
Lives in a ninth-floor, two-bed apartment in upper Manhattan, New York. Swapped to a smaller 11th-floor apartment in Paris
This was my first house swap. Not all the proposals suit me, of course, but Danielle's offer looked just fine. She's a professor and, although her flat was a little smaller than mine, the prospect of staying a fortnight in the heart of Paris for nothing was exciting.
For two glorious August weeks we ate breakfast and a light supper every day at the apartment. It was so much better than the best hotel! What made it extra special was the fact that Danielle had stayed to welcome us before leaving to New York with her daughter. That made us feel right at home, especially as she introduced me to her friend across the hall who helped us when there was a little problem with the plumbing. Danielle was already an experienced house-swapper, so she knew the best things to do to make sure the swap went well. The website's written agreement is helpful too, and, of course, because you are living in each other's apartments at the same time, you both are motivated to keep the other place clean.

Daniele Abecassis
Swapped her Paris flat with Dorothy's New York apartment
This was my second time in Manhattan with my daughter. We stayed on 125th Street in Harlem, which is a real melting-pot. We lived in a neighbourhood with black people and with Mexicans. It was good to meet people on the street and talk for five minutes and live the way New York people live.
I have a lot of very happy memories of the city, of visiting Staten Island on the ferry, walking over Brooklyn Bridge or going to Times Square in the evenings. The city had a good vibration.
My first house swap was seven years ago and I have swapped with people all over Europe, in Ireland, France, Austria and Spain. I have had six or seven visits to my flat, which is in the centre of Paris. It's not big, only 50 square metres, but it is very, very central. By Metro, you can get anywhere - the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame - in five to 20 minutes.
When I prepare my flat for a house swap, everything must be perfect. I leave everything out, my computer, my telephone. I want people to feel as if they are in their own home so they have internet access and use of the telephone. I leave shampoo in the bathroom and drinks in the fridge so people feel good about being there.
But not everyone can do it. It takes time and energy. There's the cleaning but also the precautions. It can take between five and six months for me to organise a house swap. I have a method now. When I contact a person, I want to get to know them, because they are going to be living in my home. I want to be sure the person lives where they say they live so I ask for a copy of their passport and proof of their address. So many people are naive and don't take precautions, but I have a contract that I send out, which has to be signed. If it doesn't come back, you know the people aren't serious.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I don't like to stay in hotels any more. If I rent a hotel room, I am a tourist. I prefer to exchange flats, because that way, not only can you travel two or three times a year, but you can live in exactly the same way as a person from a different country. In Manhattan, I had the same habitat. I was an American for a month and that's the way I like to travel.
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how to ... write in an appropriate style

1 identifying text type and purpose

a When did you last write:

—~ aletter? - ane-mail? - atext message?

Who was it to? What was it about?

b Look at texts A—C. They are invitations to a party.

1 What type of text is each one?
2 Which text is written to:

- agood friend? - anacquaintance? - a work colleague?

Hi Joe

Sean’s leaving next week, so I’'m giving a
big party for him at the weekend (Sat) at
the Meeting House Club on East Street, SW1.

maria! leaving %;
party for sean nxt ;
sat 20 at meeting

house club east st.

8 till late! tell Everyone will be there! There will be free
everyone. ¢ u there! food and drink and great music too. It starts
1uv b x ' ) at 8.00.

Hope you can come. See you there.
All the best
Boris

Dear Mr Johnson

I am giving a party for Sean Wilson on Saturday May 20th
and I know he would be very pleased if you could come.

He is leaving us to go travelling around the world, so this

is an opportunity for us all to say goodbye and wish him luck.

The party is at the Meeting House Club at 17 East Street, L.ondon
SW1 and is from eight until one. Food and drink are provided, and
there will be some live music, so it should be a good night out.

Please let me know if you can come. We look forward to seeing
you there.

Yours sincerely

Boris Walker

2 using prepositions of time and place

a Cover text C. Complete the invitation using prepositions.

e - i :
Please come to

Sean Wilson’s leaving party

b Check your answers in text C.

3 noticing style

Read texts A-C again with a partner. Find
examples of these descriptions of style.

long sentences

short sentences

fuli forms (e.g. I am)

short forms (e.g. I'm)
sentences with words missing
polite words and phrases
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4 using appropriate language

Complete these sentences with words from
texts A-C.

11 forward to seeing you
on Friday night.

2 HilJane,
It’s my birthday on Friday night, and
having a party.
3 We would be very pleased if you

come to our dinner party.

4 We're all meeting for lunch on

Saturday. you can come.
5 ¢ in pub @ 8.
6 let me know if you can
come.
7 sincerely, Jane Thomas

8 The film starts at 6.30.
you there.

5 generating ideas

a Work in pairs. You have something
to celebrate. Decide what you are
celebrating and what you want
to do, e.g. give a party, go out for
dinner, etc.

b Decide the time, place, and any
other details.

Writing task

a You are going to invite a classmate to

it prseseiss

your celebration. Decide whether to
write a letter, e-mail, or text message.

b Write your invitation and ‘send’ it to
your classmate.
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