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1 Put the words in the correct column.
Say the words and phrases.

lead singer orchestra /'orkistra/
songwriter soloist /'savlauist/

composer keyboard player /'ki:ba:d plera/
solo artist viohnist /vaia'linist/

drummer bass guitarist /bers gr'tarist/

group/band  conductor /kan'dakta/
choir /'kwara/

rock and pop

classical music and opera
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Put the stages in the most probable order.
Compare with a partner.

— write the lyrics

— record the song

— release the song

— choose a recording artist
— the song becomes a hit
— write the music

With a partner, write four questions
about music using vocabulary from
exercises 1 and 2.

examples Who's the lead singer of ...?
Which composer wrote ...?
Who recorded ...?
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ﬂ prepare for an interview

2 With a partner, use the prompts and your own ideas to add
five questions to the questionnaire.

first record / CD? musical tastes change? dislikes?
concerts/clubs? favourite groups, singers, etc.? kinds of music?
your own ideas

1 What are your earliest memories
of music? ?

7 Do/did you have music lessons

at school? If so, what were 6

they like? ?
3 Are you learning/did you learn to 7

play a musical instrument? If so, >

tell me more! '

A
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lives of the
great songs

It's difficult to imagine that a song
on an album from 1972 could become
an enormous hit more than 25 years
later. But that is exactly what
s happened to Perfect Day by Lou 3
Reed. First, it appeared in the film Trainspotting starring Ewan
McGregor and Robert Carlyle, and then the BBC made a new
recording of it as an advertisement for themselves. They asked 27
famous artists from around the world to sing or play a line from the
wsong in their own style. The final video included people
such as David Bowie, Elton John, Bono, opera singer Lesley Garrett,
Tom Jones, Suzanne Vega, and Lou
Reed himself, as well as a symphony
orchestra, a gospel choir, and a
classical quartet. Lou Reed was
delighted with the final video:
‘I have never been more impressed
with a performance of one of my
songs.’ It was also released for a
children’s charity, and that’s when it
became a really big hit and earned
over £1,000,000.

Another song that raised money for charity was Candle in the Wind
by Elton John. This song was originally written in 1973 as a tribute to

2s Marilyn Monroe. It describes how she became a Hollywood
superstar, but this fame did not make her happy. The press followed
her everywhere, making her life difficult, and she was very lonely.
After the death of Princess Diana in 1997, Elton John changed the
lyrics and sang it at her funeral. In the Diana version, he describes her

s;as ‘the nation’s golden child” who brought happiness to so many
people. It became the biggest-selling record of all time.

And it is not only pop music that is used in new ways. The works of
classical composers like Beethoven and Vivaldi are often used in
films, TV, and advertisements. The Italian opera composer Puccini

3scould never have imagined that his aria Nessun Dorma from
Turandot would become famous all over the world as the theme tune
for the 1990 football World Cup in Italy.

Match the words and definitions.

1 delighted /di'lartid/ a song associated with a film, programme,
B 2 charity /'tferati/ or special event
Bl 3 funeral /fjumaral/ b ceremony (usually religious) when someone
=1 4 theme tune /'Bizm tjumn/ dics
¢ very happy

d organization which collects money for the
poor or sick
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