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if / when / unless
(adapted from Natural English Intermediate)

1. Choose the correct form in each sentence
1. I’ll decide what to do if / when I get my exam results.
2. When / If I finish work on time tonight, I’ll meet you for a drink.
3. I’ll lose my job if / unless the business starts to get better.
4. I’ll leave the company if / unless my boss gives me a pay rise.
5. If / Unless I don’t work late tonight, I might have to work on Saturday.
6. If they offer / will offer me a good salary, I / I’ll take the job.
7. I / I’ll leave at the end of the month if I don’t / won’t like this new job.
8. If I don’t / won’t get the job, I don’t / won’t tell anybody.

2. Read about teenager decisions in the UK. Are they the same like in Poland?
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1 Put the stages in A and B in a logical order. Compare with a
partner.

A [ ] you give up your job
[ ] vou get a lot of experience in the area
[ ] you set up your own business
[ ] you borrow money from the bank
[ ] you work for a company for a few years
[ ] you apply for a job
[ ] you decide to take a risk
you do a degree in business studies

B [ ] you look after the baby
you find a job in the computer industry
[ ] you carry on working for a few months
[ ] you settle down and decide to start a family
[ ] you have a baby
[ ] you go back to work
[ ] you take six months off work
[ ] you get married
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>WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

MANY STUDENTS in Britain used to leave school at 18 and go straight to university to do
their degrees without considering possible alternatives. Nowadays, things are different:
20% of students take a year off [the so-called ‘gap year’ between their ‘A’ level exams and
their university studies ). Some stay in Britain and work during that year, but about half

0s want to go and work overseas. Other students choose a completely different route: they
turn down university places in favour of finding permanent jobs. The advantage of this is
that they can often study for professional qualifications in the company’s time.
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0>School-leaver JIM EDWARDS has decided to take a
year off before going to university. He felt he wasn't
10 ready to settle down to university life immediately after
finishing his ‘A levels. In a few weeks' time, he will be in
Kenya, working on a marine wildlife project. ‘It'll
certainly be quite a culture shock at first, but | think I'll
really enjoy working on the project and making new
15 friends,” says Jim. ‘Fortunately, they speak English
there, but | hope to learn the local language too.' He will
earn very little money, but his food and accommodation
will be free. Eventually, he is going to study Veterinary
Medicine at Glasgow University.
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() >INGRID LOCKE, 18, has now
decided to start her career
instead of going to university
full time. She was offered a
place at university to do a

2s degree in Hotel Management
but, surprisingly perhaps, she
turned it down. During the
summer holidays, she worked

30in a hotel which is part of a
large group. The company were
so impressed with her that they
have offered her a permanent
job, and the opportunity to

35 carry on studying one day a
week to get qualifications in
hotel management.  ‘They
offered me the job the day
before | finally had to decide

40 about university. Hopefully, |
won't regret it,’ says Ingrid.
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grammar -ing form

1 Circle the -ing forms in these sentences.
What kind of word comes before -ing?

1

One advantage of speaking English is
that it helps you get a job.

You should never give up your job
before finding another one.

You should borrow money from friends
or family instead of going to the bank.

You shouldn’t set up a business without
doing a management course first.

You should apply for jobs immediately
after leaving school or university.

The disadvantage of working in only
one company is that you don’t get
enough variety of experience.
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